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David Middleton presents the plan for the Reference SeCtionS 74 and 78 Document 12

Greyfriars’ Poetry Garden

Many visitors, also soma townstolk, passing the neglected ground at Anew phasein the history of this site has been initiated by a
the corner of &t Mary's Sireet and Greyfriars Garden in the town cenlre group of local residents, who wilth enarmaus support Irem communily
will have noticed ils naglected state. For over twenty years & has bean organisations, have successhilly achieved registration of the land

an eyesore. From time 1o ime local residents have tidied it up, but

through the Cammunily Right to Buy
clearly, a more lasting solution has

legislation. This means that it cannot

been required. s s ST . be sold lo anyone other than the
What the casual visitor 1o the & it MRS T8 m/':“-"i =1l _J-}“\‘ ~ community group. The nexl stage of
town may not have knawn, is that Sk T e @T . the process will be a poll of residents
f‘nis is a site of great historica_l s o R in the area sunuu.ndirug'ihf:: garden,
importance, The whole area in the e g : which. if it results in majority support

vicinity of Graylriars Gardens once for the scheme, will see the site

housed the medieval Franciscan = transfermad into a public garden
Monastery o} St Andrews. Situated P : :  Tealuring postry by and about Mary
at an ancient galeway to the town . i Lezrmane | Queen ol Scols.

vias the chape! of the religious order BN il
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known as the Greylriars. It would | i—"‘“ B
have been the first point of contact far il .

e fully accessible to people with

E Itis planned to make the garden
i disabilities. A fealure will be scented
i,
i

many pilgrims on their arrival after a g,"ﬂ“;fl’;’l o B k..{h,-i"fjﬁ;_ T roses, which were in cultivation
long journey. ghagr—— b S in Mary's time. Planning consent
St Andrean, Margaret Lumsdaina, e it ra g ST " has already been gbtalned for the
past president of the Marie Stuart 2 o oSS e 0 T L garden, which has been designed
Society, tells me that in 1560 Scotland T i TSRS by world-renowned architect
relormed from the Roman Calhalic _ ;W'TW Robert Steadman. A further plan is
religion to that of Protestantism, and ' Flan of the garden lo eract a statue of Quesn Mary in

that an 17th Aprit 1567, a few
months balore her abdication,
Mary Queen of Scots ‘concedad

this appropriate location,
What the casual visifor lo the town may not have known, Much work lies ahead to

3 " g ; 4 . ; turn this Imaginative groject into
and disponed the lands which is that this is a site of great hislorical importance reality. But “.?e mspogsels and
werg the property of the Dominican ofters of assistance from many
and Franciscan Monasteries In St Andrews to the Provast, baillies. lown organisalions and individuals confirm it to be an exciting prospest
councillors, and community of St Andrews. Howsver, this transter of with wide support. We may \herefors Yook Torward to this historie land
oroparty was not done without some humanity. The monasteries wers —qifted o the town at a time of religious turmoil - being once more
given a concession 1o remain unlil the last monk in each monastery relumed 1o public ewnership, providing a quiet place of retreat within the
died, but of course they were not maintained after the Charters were busy lown centre.

signed off.

Ken Roberts

Totem

What mysterious Presence is this
That sends a bird to flight
Clutehing golden thread

Circling then perching

On the clock tower's finial.
Waiting . . .

Then, whether time

Is right or not, descends.
Weaving sacred threac
Through heart and sou!

To involuntary hands
Where, at the end of

pen or brush appears

An image, unintended.
Bearing all the halimarks
OF a product of the Presence.
A rare, unaduiterated totem.

Hallelujah

An ariginal painting by Ken Roberls, ‘The Wz N 2 Kinkell Braes'




